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Abstract

The style of Tzu verses has gradually become heavily decorative and gorgeous in
the use of words during the Late Tang and the Five Dynasties. The Tzu verse writers
of the Hwa-chien School, in particular, were good at writing on sorrowful,
love-lamenting themes. Amid them, Wei Chuang and Wen T'ing-yuen are the real
masters. The present article aims to analyze the images of woman as appeared in their
works. Three distinctive aspects have been noticed from such analysis. They were put
under three categories. One, descriptions of young girls longing for their first love;
their affections tenderly touched; their yearnings to meet their love and dreaming of
never ending companionship with the one in love. Second, portrayals of parting lovers,
their reluctance to be separated, of their hidden bitterness and thwarted sorrow.
Three, narrations of discontented women severed from their lovers, of their pining
lovesickness, of the promises never realized, of their own lamentations of the passing
of youth and beauty; of the unrequited love of infatuated females penned in lonely
quarters, feeling lackadaisical, disinclined to wash or dress up. Even when ascending
a tall building and leaning on a railing and gazing into the distance, the carefree and

leisurely flowing of the rivers, or the dense growth of grass outside only added to their
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interminable sorrow. The verse writers wrote of the yearnings for one's lover who had
left, and of the long distances that cut off their links.

" It is only in dreams and fantasies can one be relieved of such pain. Alas!
sometimes one is further denied of such dreams and fantacies, even though tossed and
turned forever in the bed."

The images of woman under the Tzu verse writers Wen and Wei are so
deeply infatuated in love, so deeply touching, yet the overflow of the feelings of
sadness were so masterfully reflected in the gentle and soft way, resentful sometimes
but never furious, that they become the prototype of every Chinese literati's idol in
heart.

Key words: Wen T'ing-yuen; Wei Chuang; Hwa-chien School of Tzu Writers;
The Image of Woman
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