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Diligence, Wealth and Belle; Concept of Femininity in
Poems in the Han Dynasty

ZHANG Xueli, YAN Aimin

Abstract: Concept of femininity in the Han Dynasty is explored in terms of poems written at that
time in this paper, Concepts of diligence and wealth were significant in aesthetic perspective and
social appraisement of female in poems in the Han Dynasty, in which poets often praised mulberry
leaves picking girls and weaving girls as the images of “belle” and “virtuous woman”, and
sympathized deserted wives were mostly described as having the virtues of hardworking in weaving
and moneymaking. Social value orientation revealed in Han poems coincided with increasing place
of femininity in social life and family economy as early naive concept of femininity.
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