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On the Educational Outlook of Females in the Ethical Code of the Han Dynasties
ZHAI Mai-ling
(History Department, South Agricultural University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510642, China)
Abstract: Ethical code is an important factor in affecting females' image ‘and status in the family life and social
life in ancient Chinese society. However, because of the variations in the publicity of the content of ethical code in

different periods of history, the influence of ethical code upon women was different to women of different times.
Although the education of females focused on education of quality, the cultural education should be included as
well. Furthermore, the content of education of quality featured chastity and submissiveness. Nonetheless, what was
different was that it was more relaxed and enlightening in the Western Han Dynasty than in the Eastern Han Dy-
nasty regardless of education of quality featuring chastity and submissiveness, or regardless of cultural education

featuring the Book of Songs and the Book of History.

Key words: the Han Dynasty; females; ethical code; educational outlook



